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COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY 

BEFORE THE PUBLIC SERVICE COMMISSION 

KENTUCKY POWER COMPANY 1 
1 

and 1 
1 

GTE SOUTH INCORPORATED CASE NO. 
89-250 

i 
1 

ALLEGED FAILURE TO COMPLY WITH j 
COMMISSION REGULATIONS 1 

ORDER TO SHOW CAUSE 

Kentucky Power Company ("Kentucky Power@*), which engages in 

the distribution of electricity to the public, for compensation, 

for light, heat, power, and other UBeS, A Utility under the 

jurisdiction of the Commission. 

GTE South Incorporated ("GTE"), which engages in the 

transmission over wire of messages by telephone for the public, 

for compensation, is A utility under the jurisdiction of the 

commission. 

KRS 278.280(2) directs the Commission to prescribe rules and 

regulations for the performance of service. by utilities. 

Pursuant to this statutory directive, the Commirsion promulgated 

Commission Regulation 807 KAR 51041, Section 3, which requires 

electric utilities to maintain their plants in accordance with the 

Standards Of the National Electrical safety Code (1981 edition), 



and Commission Regulation 807 KAR 5r061, Bection 1 ,  which 

requires telephone utilities to do likewise. 

Commission Staff has submitted to the Commission an 

Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report dated August 23, 

1989, attached hereto as Appendix A, which allegest 

1. On July 20, 1989, Johnny Minks was fatally injured in 

Lost Creek, Kentucky, when he came into contact with a 7200 volt 

single phase overhead line owned and maintained by Kentucky Power. 

At the time of the incident, Mr. Minks was attempting to install a 

CB antenna on the roof of a building. 

2. At the time of the incident, the electric utility lines 

hanging over the building, the 7200 volt single phase, a neutral 

conductor, and a lash secondary line, all owned and maintained by 

Kentucky Power, failed to comply with the minimum vertical 

clearance Standards for above-ground wires and conductors as 

established by National Electrical Safety Code Rule 234C2. The 

communications conductor, which hung over the building and was 

owned and maintained by GTE, also failed to comply with these 

standards. 

3. Kentucky Power violated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 

5:041, Section 3, by failing to comply with the Standards of the 

National Electrical Safety Code. 

4. GTE violated Commission Regulation 807 KAR 53061, 

Section 2, by failing to comply with the standards of the National 

Electrical Safety Code. 

WHEREFORE, the Commission, on its own motion, HEREBY ORDERS 

that: 
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1. Kentucky Power and GTE rhall each rubmit to the 

Commirrion a written rerponre to the allegations contained in the 
Electrlcrl Utility Aocident Invertlgrtion Report within 20 dAyB of 

the date of thin Order. 

2. Kentucky Power and GTE rhall appear on November 15, 1989 

at fro0 p.m,, Eartern Standard Time, in Hearing Room NO. 1 of  the 

Commlrrion'r offioer at 730 Schenkel Lane, Frankfort, Kentucky, 

for the purporer of preoenting evidence concerning the incident 

which ir the rubject of the Electrical Utility Accident 

Invertigation Report, rpeaifically the alleged violations of  

Commirrion Regulationr 807 K A R  58041, Section 3, and 807 KAR 

58061, Section 2, And of rhowing caure, if any they can, why they 

should not be subjected to the penaltier of KRS 278.990 for their 

alleged failure to comply with Commlrsion Regulationa. 

3. The Electrical Utility Accident Investigation Report 

dated August 23, 1989 ir hereby made a part of the record of this 

care 

Done at Frankfort, Kentucky, thir 19th day of Sep-, 1989. 

PUBLIC SERVICE COHnISSION 

ATTEBT I 

gxecutive Director 



APPENDIX A 
APPENE~~TEKORDER 

OF THE KENTUCKY P u e L I c  SERVICE COMISSION 
I N  CASE NO. 89-258 DATED 9/19/89 

ZLECTRICAL UTILITY A C C I D m  IWVESTIGATIOW 

DATE OP THIS REPORT 8/23/89 SUBMITTED BY John W. Land 

W N U  OP UTILITY Kontuck~ Powor IRazard Divirion) 

ACCID- REFORTED BY Wayno Edwardr-Safety and Iioalth Managor 

DATE L TINE UTILITY L m  OI ACCIDm 7/20/89--5105 P.M. 

DATE L TIM A C C I D m  REPORTED 7/20/89--8150 P.M. 

DATE AWD TINE ACCIDQIT OWORRED 7/20/89-4$50 P.M. 

DATE Or ACCIDm IMtWSTIQATIOW 7/21/89 

DATE SUlUlhRY WRITTEN m T  WAB RLCLIVCD UTILITY 7/26/89 

PWSOWS MSISTI#Q In TEE IIIVUITIQATIOM P.R. Williamron Human Rorources 

Su~orviror-R.J. Evorsolo Enginoor Su~orvisor-Olon Comb. DeaftrMn- 

Paul Pratt Sorvico~n-Stovo Campbell Sorvicomn, a11 porronnol of 

Kentucky Powor. 

lpAne OP VICTIM(t3) 1. John Minkr sex n ACE 

FATAL No lpAllE OF mWYm$ 801f ~ p l O Y O d  

IWJURIEB Second deqreo burn. to face; third deqree burn. to legs. 

2. SEX ACE 

FATAL linw or m m a  
IWJURIES 



ELECTRICAL UTILITY ACCIDEMT IWVESTIGATIOW (Continuod) 

LOCATION OF ACCIDEWT SITE Mr. Ed. Gregory Heavy Ea uipmmnt ReDlir 

Garaqe off HWY. 15 West of Hazard near Loat Creek, Kentucky. 

DESCRIPTION OF ACCIDEWT Mr. Johnny Minks and Mr. Tom Mullins were 

alleged to have been atternptinq to install a CB Antenna on a building 

belonqing to Mr. Ed Clemons and leased by Mr. Ed Gregory. Mr. Johnny 

Minks apparently made accidental contact with a 7,200 volt overhead 

linr, while attmmpting to install top section of CB Antenna on bot- 

tom section which had AlrOadY boon installed on end of this building. 

BOQRCE OEl IWORMATIo11 Mr. P.R. Williamson, Mr. R.J. Eversole, Mr. Glen 

Combs, Mr. Paul Pratt, Mr. Steve Campbell employees of Kentucky 

Power's Hazard Division. Thmre was also an onsite investiqation made 

by myself John W. Land of the Public Service Commission's Engineering 

staff, plus utility, coroner and EMT accident reports. I also tried 

to interview Mr. Tim Mullins but was unable to do so. Hospital was 

unable to obtain any information on Mr. Minks. 

VIOLATIOWS OP COnnISSION RECOTATIONS There is a low clearance of 

primary conductor to structure, secondary 1/0 lash conductor to struc- 

ture and telephone conductor to structure at this location. Mr. Ed 

Gregory's Garage, Hwy. 15, Lost Creek, Kentucky. Kentucky Power's 

single phase and lash secondary lines are in violation of 807 KAR 

5:041, Section 3(1) 1981 UESC Edition Table 234-1 (Vertical). (See 

line clearances of this report) General Telephone's phone cable is 

in violation of KAR 5:061, Section 2(1) 1981 Edition Table 234-1 

(Vertical) (See Line Clearances of this rewrt.) 
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RI#xyu(ENDATIONS It is recommended that Kentucky Power and General 

Telephone Commny take corrective action to correct theme clearancam 

and furnimh documentation as to corrective action taken. It is also 

recommended that the Commission consider action in accordance with 

KRS 278.990 due to line clearance violations by Kentucky Power and 

General TeleDhone required by 807 KAR 51041, Saction 3(11 and 807 

KAR 51061, Section 2(1)1 NESC Table 234-1 (Vertical). 

CORRECTIVE ACTIO13 Corrective action has been taken to correct this 

low clearance and documentation will be furnishad by this utility 

upon receipt of this report. 
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Minimum Allowed 
An Measured 

A. AT POINT OF ACCIDENT 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 31'-2" 20' -0" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 25'-5" 18'-0" 

Lash Secondaries to ground: 25 ' -5"  18'-0" 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 23'-1" 18'-0" 

Phase conductor to structure: 51-5  1/2 10'-0" 

Neutral conductor to structure: 0 ' -0"  3 I-0" 

Lash Secondaries to structure: O ' - O "  3 ' - 0 "  

Communication conductor to structure: 0 ' -0" 3 1-011 

B. AT LWEST POINT OF SPAN 

Phase conductor to ground 
elevation: 31'-2" 20 '-0" 

Neutral conductor to ground 
elevation: 2 5 - 5" 18'-0" 

Communication conductor to 
ground elevation: 23'-1" 18 ' -0" 

c. SPAN LENGTE 241' 

Date the line or facilities were constructed: December, 1985 

Utility: Kentucky Power - Hazard Division 
Date: 7/21/89 Time 12:OO P.M. 

Approximate temperature: 88 Degrees F 

Heasurements made by: R.J. Eversole Engineer-Paul Pratt SOrViCemcln 

of Kentucky Power - Hazard Division and witneseed by John W. Land 

of the Commission Engineering staff. 

submitted by: 
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I101 Csnlfrl Avanira 
P. 0.  Box 1428 
Aihiind; KV iilO5.1428 
800*327~1111 

5 

RECE'IVED 

PO BOX 615 
Frankfort, KY 40602 

Ju ly  24, 1989 

Doar nr. Rhoror: 

Attachad i s  t h o  Suumury Writton Roport for a publ ic  contact 

Diviaion. This accidont happanad Ju ly  20, 1989 and rorultod 
i n  non-fatal burns t o  Hr. Johnny ninkr of Vipor, Kantuoky. 

S u p p l o ~ n t a l  informationaoroquastad by Hr. John Land w i l l  bo 
providod as quickly AI it ~ O C O M S  availabla. 
rhculd ba diroctod to  n u  a t  606/327-1271. 

Sincc;aly, 

ACCLdant which occurrod i n  Kantuoky POWOZ Company's Hazard 

Any quastions 

and Hozlth hnagor 

C 
Attachmont 



we- -  -- 



r ' .  
. 

I .  

.. . .  



. 



c 



. I  

I 

. .  



Kmntucky Powir Compinv 
a08 nlon Street 

Public Sorvico Comair8ion 
730 Bahonk.1 Luu 
Box 61s 
Frankfort, Kontwky 40602 

Aquae 7, 1989 

A t t n r  John land 

RECEIVED 
AUG 0 8  1989 

Subjoctr Johnny Mlunk. 7-20-89 

Dmr John: 

Pot your roqw8t, tho oystun inop.ction war parformod on tho accidont 
sib on much 27, 1989. 

zlu inspaction i o  coalp10t.d by uoing a distribution map and chocking 
off  oach polo and eh. oqulpumnt on it. 
tho in8poction, MY ay&~m d . f i c ionc10~  aro postod to our inrpoction 
invantory rhoot. Jobr would thon bo i a r w d  to corroct  any problom. 
%o invontory inopaction rhoot is maintained chronologically. 

Attachod is tho inrpoctlon invontory .hot  for  tho March 27, 1989 
poriod. 

Additionblly, you requ8st.d tho E m  roport .  Mr. Ron Montgomery with 
crawford and C0mp.n~ is in tho procoss of obtaining t h i 8  roport. 

Pa01 f r u  to contact mc i f  you roquiso additional infomat ion .  

whon tho technician cornplotor 

You w i l l  not. that no work was roloaaod a t  that tinu. 

very t r u l y  your., 



INSPECTION .. INVENTORY 
I 0 . : .  . : .  



Kintueky Powor Cornpiny 
608 Hlon Slroot 
P. 0. &In 858 
Hturb. KY 40014958 
606*43&1212 

RECEIVED 

Mr. John &nd 
Publfa mrviae Coaoaimion 
730 dchnkel kn 
P. 0. Box 615 
?rankfort, Xontuoky 40602 

Ron Johnnv M i n k 8  &aiUmc 7-a0189 

J u l y  31, 1989 

DOU nr. m a r  

Per your raqwnt, I hrvo enulaml w p i 0 8  02 tlu Urwinpo of tho 
bullding nr. M i n k o  YO. working on, tho mtmna he w u  imtalling, . 
Ui8trfbution m p  102 with th. 8yst.m inap.etion dato of Muah 27, 
1989 i n  th upp.2 h f t h n d  QQrMI .nd right-of-way uup 102. 

nr. Ron Uontgonury, with Crwzora urd compury, h.8 bmn r q u o n t d  
to obtain a wpy of  th. tM roport. In rddftion, Mr. mntpomry 
f 8  a t t w ~ t i n g  to find out tho d u d 1 8  02 whon tho bullU2ng w u  
oroatbd. P h i 8  infonution w i l l  k proviad u won u f t  i 8  
O b f A f M d .  

zf you luvo ddl t fona l  quo#tiom, feel froo to call on aa. 

Yours vow t r u l y ,  

CCI W. 8. Mward. - w/o anohnures 
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5, HARRISON FRANCIS 
6. BERRY NEACE - 
7. NOAH MILLER 

44. 
lb. F 10 

. .  ALOO MILLER ' ' 

GARVEY NOBLE 
CORNELIU5 NEACE 
KELLEY NO0LE 
JAKIE NEACE 
EI IGWA NFMF c ~ a i  
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